APR-20-2006 10:38AM F ROM-MERCHANT & GOULD 



+4049545099 



T-903 P. 002/016 F-174 



Applicalion Serial No. 10/655,355 
Attorney Docket No, 60073. 0005US01 
Amendment and Response 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Withdrawn) A reinforced secondary backing, comprising: 

a, a woven fabric having a plurality of substantially parallel warp extending yarns and a 

plurality of substantially parallel weft extending yams, in which the warp and weft 
yarns are oriented transversely to each other, the warp yurns defining longitudinal 
rows therebetween, the fabric having opposed longitudinal edges extending in the 
warp direction that define a width therebetween; and 

b. a plurality of reinforcing yarns interwoven into the fabric and extending substantially 

in the warp direction, the plurality of reinforcing yams comprising a band of 
reinforcing yarns, in which the band extends in the weft direction a distance less 
than half of the width of the fabric. 

2. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 1, wherein there are ;tt least two bands. 

3. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 2, wherein each of the bands is one inch in 
width and there are at least two reinforcing yarns in each band. 

4. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 3, wherein two of the bands are each 
respectively disposed equal distant from the opposed edges of the fabric, those two bands being 
the edge bands. 

5. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 4, wherein the edge bands are spaced 
approximately one inch from their respective edge. 
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6. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 1, wherein the reinforcing yams of each band 
are respectively interwoven into at least every fourth row. 

7. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 1, wherein the band is one inch in width and 
there are at least two reinforcing yarns in the band. 

8. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 1 , wherein the band is one inch in width and 
there are four reinforcing yarns in the band. 

9. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 1 , wherein the reinforcing yarns are spaced 
apart at approximately one-inch intervals in the band. 

10. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 1 , wherein the respective reinforcing yarns 
each extend along a single row and are woven about weft yarns. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 1 , wherein the fabric is a mesh in which the 
warp extending yarns use a leno weave and have about 1 6 ends per inch and the weft yarns have 
about 5 pics per inch. 

12. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 1, wherein the reinforcing yams are staple 
yarns. 

13. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 12, wherein the warp extending yarns of the 
fabric are tape yarns and the weft extending yarns are staple yarns. 

14. (Withdrawn) A reinforced secondary backing, comprising: 

a. a woven fabric having a plurality of substantially parallel warp extending yarns and a 
plurality of substantially parallel weft extending yarns, in which the warp and weft 
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yarns are oriented transversely to each other, the fabric defining a width in the 
weft direction; and 

b, a plurality of spaced-apan reinforcing yarns interwoven into the fabric and extending 
substantially in the warp direction, and the reinforcing >arns laterally spaced apart 
from each other one and a half inches or less. 

15. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 14, wherein the reinforcing yarns arc spaced 
apart from each other at approximately one-inch intervals, 

16. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 14, wherein the fabric is a mesh in which the 
warp extending yarns use a leno weave and have about 16 ends per inch and the weft yarns have 
about 5 pics per inch. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 14, wherein the reinforcing yams are staple 
yarns. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) The secondary backing of Claim 17, wherein the waip extending yarns of the 
fabric are tape yarns and the weft extending yarns are staple yarns. 

19. (Currently amended) A reinforced secondary backing for use in forming a laminate carpet . 

comprising: 

a. a woven fabric having opposed longitudinal edges extending in the warp direction that 

define a width therebetwee n, the woven fabric having substantially evenly spaced 
yarns in the warp direction: and 

b. a plurality of reinforcing yams interconnected with the wove n fabric and extending 

substantially in the warp direction, 
wherein, when the fabric having tho roinforeing yams interwoven t heroin reinforced 
secondary backing is adhesively bonded to a tufted prim;iry backing to form a 
laminate carpet, the resulting carpet has a delamination strength at least twenty 
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percent greater than a similarly formed carpet constructed using the woven fabric 
without the reinforcing yams interwoven therein. 

20. (Currently amended) The secondary backing of Claim 1 9, wherein the delamioation value of 
the resulting carpet is thirty percent greater than using the woven fabric having without the 
reinforcing yarns interwoven therein. 

2 1 . (Currently amended) The secondary backing of Claim 19, wherein the reinforcing yams are 
disposed in [[a]] at least one respective band laterally extending one inch in width across the 
woven fabric, eaeh at least one band including a plurality of reinforcing yarns, 

22. (Original) The secondary backing of Claim 21 , wherein there are at least three reinforcing 
yarns in each band. 

23. (Currently amended) The secondary backing of Claim 2 1 , wherein two of the bands are each 
respectively disposed equal distant from opposed edges of the woven fabric. 

24. (Currently amended) The secondary backing of Claim 21 , wherein in each band, the 
reinforcing yams are disposed in at least every fourth row of the woven fabric. 

25. (Original) The secondary backing of Claim 1 9, wherein the reinforcing yarns arc spaced 
apart from each other at approximately one-inch intervals. 

26. (Currently amended) The secondary backing of Claim 1 9 7 wherein the reinforcing yams 
each extend along a single respective warp row in the woven fabric. 

27. (Currently amended) The secondary backing of Claim 26, wherein the warp extending yams 
of the woven fabric are tape yarns and the weft extending yarns are staple yarns. 
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28. (Original) The secondary backing of Claim 27, wherein the reinforcing yarns are staple 
yarns, 

29. (Currently amended) The secondary backing of Claim 27, wherein the woven fabric is a 
mesh in which the warp extending yams use a leno weave and have about 1 6 ends per inch and 
the weft yams have about 5 pics per inch. 

30. (Currently amended) A carpet, comprising: 

a. a primary backing; 

b. a yam tufted into the primary backing; 

c. a secondary backing comprising: 

(i) a woven fabric having a plurality of substantially parallel and substantially evenly 

spaced warp extending yams intermeshed with a plurality of weft extending 
yarns, the woven fabric having opposed longitudinal edges extending in Ihe 
warp direction that define a width therebetween; and 

(ii) a plurality of reinforcing yarns intorconnoct interconnec ted with the woven fabric 

and extending substantially in the warp direction; and 

d. an adhesive disposed intermediate the primary backing to the secondary backing. 

3 1 . (Currently amended) The carpet of Claim 30, wherein there are at least two spaced-apart 
reinforcing yams located within two inches of each respective edges edge of the woven fabric. 

32. (Currently amended) The carpet of Claim 30, wherein the reinforcing yarns in the woven 
fabric are spaced apart from each other approximately one and a half inch intervals or less. 

33. (Original) The carpet of Claim 30, wherein the warp and weft extending yams are oriented 
transversely to each other. 
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34. (Currently amended) The carpet of Claim 33, wherein the woven fabric is a mesh in which 
the warp extending yarns use a leno weave and have about 1 6 ends per inch and the weft yarns 
have about 5 pics per inch. 

35. (Currently amended) The carpet of Claim 30, wherein the warp extending yarns of the 
woven fabric are tape yams and the weft extending yarns are staple yarns. 

36. (Original) The carpet of Claim 35, wherein the reinforcing yarns are staple yarns. 

37. (Original) The carpet of Claim 30, wherein the adhesive is a heat-curable latex. 

38. (Currently amended) A method of constructing a carpet, comprising: 

a. tufting at least one yarn into a primary backing; 

b. providing a reinforced secondary backing, the secondary backing comprising a woven 

fabric having a plurality of substantially parallel and substantially evenly spaced 
warp extending yarns intermeshed with a plurality of weft extending yams and a 
plurality of reinforcing yarns interconnected with the woven fabric and extending 
substantially in the waTp direction; and 

c. binding the primary backing to the secondary backing to form the carpet 

39. (Original) The method of Claim 38, wherein the warp and weft yarns are oriented 
transversely to each other. 

40. (Original) The method of Claim 38, wherein an adhesive is used to bind the primary 
backing to the secondary backing. 

41 . (Original) The method of Claim 40, wherein the adhesive is heat-curable latex. 
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42. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 38, wherein the warp extending yams of the 
woven fabric are tape yarns and the weft extending yams are staple yarns. 

43. (Original) The method of Claim 42, wherein the reinforcing yarns are staple yarns. 

44. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 42, wherein the woven fabric is a mesh in which 
the warp extending yarns use a leno weave and have about 16 ends per inch and the weft yarns 
have about 5 pics per inch. 
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